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“Continuing in Grace”

SERVICE FOR THE DEDICATION AND RECONSECRATION

OF OUR CHURCH BUILDING

November 13, 2011

GATHERING – Psalm 24

The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof,


the world and those who dwell therein;

for God has founded it upon the seas,


and established it upon the rivers,

Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord?


And who shall stand in God’s holy place?
Those who have clean hands and pure hearts,


who do not lift up their souls to what is false, and do not swear deceitfully,

They will receive blessing from the Lord,


and vindication from the God of their salvation.

Such is the generation of those who seek the Lord,


who seek the face of the God of Jacob.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN

“The Church’s One Foundation”






UMH #545
DECLARATION OF PURPOSE

Brothers and sisters in Christ, this is a day of rejoicing.

We have come together to re-consecrate this building of First United Methodist Church.  Let us open our hearts and minds to receive God’s Word with faith.  May our blessed communion, born of one baptism and nurtured at one table of the Lord, become one temple of the Holy Spirit as we gather in love.

PRESENTATION OF THE BUILDING – Bill Swiss
We present this building to be re-consecrated for the worship of God and the service of the people.

NAMING OF THE BUILDING




Rev. Bill Henderson

By what name shall this house be known?

Pastor Lee Romero – It shall be called the First United Methodist Church.

RECONSECRATION OF THE BUILDING – Pastor Lee Romero
Dear Friends, rejoice that God so moved the hearts of people that this house has been built for praise and prayer.   Let us now dedicate and re-consecrate it for service and celebrate its holy use.

O eternal God, mighty in power and of incomprehensible majesty, whom the heavens cannot contain, much less the walls of temples made with hands, you have promised your special presence whenever two or three are assembled in your name to offer praise and prayer.

By the power of your Holy Spirit re-consecrate this house of your worship.  Bless us and sanctify what we do here, that this place may be holy for us and a house of prayer for all people.
Guide and empower in this place by the same Spirit the proclamation of your Word and the celebration of your Sacraments, the pouring out of prayer and the singing of your praise, professions of faith and testimonies to your grace, the joining of men and women in marriage and the celebration of death and resurrection.

Save us from that failure of vision which would confine our worship within these walls, but send us out from here to be your servants in the world, sharing the blessings of Christ with the world he came to redeem. 

Prayer – Rev. Bill Henderson

Now, O God, sanctify this place, for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.  Yours, Lord, is the dominion, and you are exalted as head above all.

ANTHEM

RE-CONSECRATION OF THE PULPIT

Eternal God, we thank you that Christ your living Word speaks to us through the words of Holy Scripture, written of old by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit and proclaimed today by the anointing of the same Spirit.

When your Word is read and preached from this pulpit, purify the lives and lips of those who speak here, that your Word alone may be proclaimed and your Word alone may be heard and obeyed.

May the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable to you, our Rock and our Redeemer, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

God’s Word is a lantern to our feet and a light upon our path.  We re-consecrate this pulpit in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit (in the name of the holy and triune God).  Amen.

PSALM 122:1-2, 6-9

I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!”

Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem!

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem!
“May they prosper who love you! Peace be within your walls, and security within your towers!”

For the sake of my relatives and friends I will say, “Peace be within you!”

For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good.

RESPONSE:  1 Chronicles 7:16 – “I have chosen and consecrated this house.”

HYMN – “Many Gifts, One Spirit”






UMH #117
SCRIPTURE
SERMON






Rev. Bill Henderson

RE-CONSECRATION OF THE BAPTISMAL FONT

Most gracious God, we thank you that through the waters of baptism you have given us new life, adopted us as your children, and made us members of your Church.  When we pour the water of baptism, making and renewing our covenant vows, pour out your Spirit and give new birth; wash away sin and clothe your people in righteousness; that, dying and being raised with Christ, we may walk in new and abundant life; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of us all.  We consecrate this font in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit (in the name of the holy and triune God).  Amen.

RE-CONSECRATION OF THE LORD’S TABLE
Lord God, we thank you that when we gather at the Lord’s table the living Christ is known to us in the breaking of the bread and the sharing of the cup; and we are renewed as his body, whose life is in his blood.  When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, refresh all those who partake at this holy table.

Feed the hunger of our hearts with the bread of heaven, and quench our deepest thirst with the cup of salvation.

Strengthen us for your service in the world, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
We re-consecrate this table in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit (in the name of the holy and triune God).  Amen.

ACT OF DEDICATION
Dear Friends, now that we have completed building, and paid all indebtedness on it, let us dedicate this building and rejoice in its holy use.

To the glory of God, who has called us by grace; to the honor of Jesus Christ, who loved us and gave himself for us; to the praise of the Holy Spirit, who illumines and sanctifies us; we dedicate this house.
For the worship of God in prayer and praise; for the preaching of the everlasting gospel; for the celebration of the Holy Sacraments; we dedicate this house.
For the comfort of all who mourn; for strength to those who are tempted; for light to those who seek the say; we dedicate this house.
For the hallowing of family life; for teaching and guiding the young; for the perfecting of the saints; we dedicate this house.
For the conversion of sinners; for the promotion of righteousness; for the extension of God’s reign; we dedicate this house.
In the unity of the faith; in the bond of brotherhood and sisterhood; in love and goodwill to all; we dedicate this house.
In gratitude for the labors of all who love and serve this church; in loving remembrance of those who have finished their course; in the knowledge of eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord; we dedicate this house.
OFFERING

HOLY COMMUNION
CLOSING PRAYER
We now, the people of this congregation, surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses, grateful for our heritage, aware of the sacrifices of our mothers and fathers in the faith, and confessing that apart from us their work cannot be made perfect, dedicate ourselves anew to the worship and service of almighty God; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

HYMN – “God of Grace and God of Glory”





UMH #577
DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING
