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òGood Tidingsó 

òO p e n  H e a r t s ,  O p e n  M i n d s ,  O p e n  D o o r s ó 

 

First United Methodist Church    105 North LBJ Drive   PO Box 207   Johnson City, TX  78636  
 Ȱ! 0ÌÁÃÅ ÔÏ 'ÒÏ× ÉÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ,ÏÖÅȱ 

SEPTEMBER 2010 

FROM THE PASTOR 

òIN PRAISE OF A TEACHER ð for Mr. Porter** 

One of our best teachers is retiring, Lord, and weõve been asked to offer a brief tribute.  I want to say something glowing, 
something worthy of him, and the statement that comes to mind is this:  He showed up. 

That doesnõt sound like much, I know.   But I am reminded of a little girl I once knew who came home discouraged from 
her first day at kindergarten.  When her mother asked her what she had learned that day, she signed and said, òNot much.  
I have to go back tomorrow.ó 

How often we say that children grow up so fast, but thatõs not true.  Growing up is a long, slow process and kids need 
people who will show up for them, to teach and nurture themñtomorrow after tomorrow after tomorrow. 

Not everyone is willing or able to do thatñto put so much into a job that offers so little in the way of money or perks or 
prestige.  So why did he do it?  For over forty years?  Because he had this crazy, unshakable idea that kids are more 
important than anything else in the world.  So he was a teacher, and he showed up.ó**Source: Recess:  Prayer Meditations for 

Teachers, Elspeth Campbell Murphy; p. 86. 

Please keep all of our teachers in your prayerséespecially for this teacher:   

òWhen My Class Is the Pits ð Remind me, Lord, this, too, shall pass.  This class shall 
pass.ó (Ibid: p. 58)  

 

Blessings to all the School Board members, Administrators, Teachers, Aids, and all 
Support Staff in our school districts, private schools, and Home Schoolingéand 
each and every parent and guardian and, of course, for our precious children.  

 

Pastor Sid  
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As members of this congregation, we pledge to faithfully participate in its 

ministries by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service and our witness.  

Our Prayers ..  Lord Hear our prayers:  for those who are ill,  grieving, or facing difficult times; for those 

persons in nursing homes, assisted living and  homebound; for our military and civilian men and women serving in 

ÈÁÒÍȭÓ ×ÁÙȠ  ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÅÖÅÒÙ×ÈÅÒÅȢ  

Our Presence é 
 
 

 1st Service 2nd Service SS 
 

August 1    54 61 65 
August 8    57  65 64 
August 15    52 58 61 
August 22    56 49 74

Our Gifts é 

 
 

Year to date as of the week of   
 

 Budget Requirements $ 153,967 

 Tithes Received $ 150,480 

 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY & THEIR 
FAMILIES.... 

 

Pfc David Sands, D.J. 
PVT David Peters 
PFC Thomas Broyles 
Billy Upshaw  
 

If you know of others that we should keep in our 
prayers please let the office know.  

 

Please remember and pray for our  nursing 
home residents and shut -ins: 

J.B. Casparis 
Billie Crider 

Anna Lou Felps 
Jeffy Furber 

Elnora Kneese 
Winnifred Roser 

Beth Sansom 
Melrose Sultemeier 

Ara Rule 
George Weirich 

Our Thanks é 
 Thank you for the visits, phone calls, cards, and 

meals during my hospitalization and recovery.  We 

appreciate d all your prayers and acts of Christian 

love.  It is a blessing to be a part of this  church family.  

Love,  Marilyn and Tom Walston 

**************************************  
 We belong to the best church family in the 
world!  I am overwhelmed by the love of this church 
family.  The angels who sat in the waiting room with 
Susan brought so much comfort and helped her pass 
the time.  The prayers, calls, visits, food, and flowers 
×ÅÒÅ ÓÈÏ×ÅÒÓ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÂÌÅÓÓÉÎÇÓȢ  -Ù ÒÅÃÏÖÅÒÙ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ 
remarkable, and I know it is because God heard your 
prayers. 
 

God Bless You All, 
Steve Hill 

 

Nursery  Helpers and Sunday School Rovers for September  
  

   Nursery/ 1st Service                     SS Rover                     Nursery/2nd Service 
 
Sept.5th   Barbara Hudson              Doug Dugan                       Susie Kneese 
Sept.12th   Carol Summy    Janette Hoppe                     Jan Phillips 
September 19th  Janey Wiemers              Jim Odiorne                        Bill Elsbury 
Sept.26th  Debbie Batchelor              Carol Schlachter                  Bill Elsbury 
   

All the empty spaces need helpers. If you would like to help it would be such a blessing. 
Please contact Dottie Deal at dotandjim708@yahoo.com or 868 -2124.  
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS  
 

Nick Beagle September 1  

Keagan Solomon September 2  

Gracie Wittkohl September 3  

Brady Odiorne September 4  

Riley North September 5  

Gretchen Birck September 7  

Kara Moreno September 7  

P. J. Pickett September 7  

Linda Liesmann September 8  

Michelle Sultemeier September 8  

Kay Walters September 9  

Daniel White September 9  

Edward Keene September 10  

Kris Axtell September 11  

Rodney Hartmann September 12  

Ty Walston September 12  

Sharon Weisenbaugh September 12  

Jeanne Hardy September 13  

Pat Pickett September 13  

Julia Weiershausen September 13  

Colt Kneese September 14  

Derrick Farrell September 15  

Jim Edwards September 16  

Joey Krabe September 16  

Jerry Krabe September 16  

Curtis Dorotik September 17  

Steven Hill September 17  

Riley Birck September 18  

Blanche Casparis September 18  

Elnora Kneese September 18  

James Leonard September 18  

Linda Bray September 19  

Chris Schulze September 19  

Perry Sultemeier September 20  

James R. Sultemeier September 21  

Christine Farrell September 22  

Janice Fox September 23  

Irma Monger Sanchez September 23  

Lance Hobbs September 25  

Randy Schulze September 25  

Michael Axtell September 26  

Brett Bray September 26  

Steven Koennecke September 26  

Marilyn Walston September 27  

Laci Gumbert September 28  

Bill Hyatt September 28  

Diane Beagle September 29  

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES  
 

 

Joe & Carol Summy September 4  

Stephen & Barbara Schmidt September 8  

John & Barbara Price September 17  

Larry & Jerry Martin September 20  

Matt & Leandy Pletcher September 20  

Paul & Sheryl Watt September 20  

Randy & Sophie Solomon September 21  

Eric & Denise Porter September 23  

Bill & Debby Elsbury September 25  

Randy & Jake Brodbeck September 27  

Porter & Sylvia Dunnaway September 29  

Paul & Kris Axtell September 30  

 

September Lectionary   
 

 September 5, 2010 [Green]  
Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost  

Jeremiah 18:1-11 
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 (UMH 854) 

Philemon 1-21 
Luke 14:25-33 

September 12, 2010 [Green]  
Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost  

Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28 
Psalm 14 (UMH 746) 
1 Timothy 1:12-17 

Luke 15:1-10 
September 19, 2010 [Green]  

Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost  
Jeremiah 8:18ɀ9:1 

Psalm 79:1-9 or Psalm 4 (UMH 741) 
1 Timothy 2:1-7 

Luke 16:1-13 
September 26, 2010 [Green]  

Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost  
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 

Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 (UMH 810) 
1 Timothy 6:6-19 

Luke 16:19-31 

Bibles will be presented to our incoming third 
grade students during Sunday worship on 

September 19. Those receiving Bibles include 
Grace Burke, Sawyer Lynn, Langdon Odiorne, 

Cooper Schnitz, and Levi Urbanovsky. 

There will be a dinner and show road-trip to 

Fredericksburg on Saturday, Sept 11, to see "The 

Diary of Anne Frank".  Let George Barnette know if 

you are interested, or JoAnn in the church office. 
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The Sunday Night Bible Study will start again on 
3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ÔÈÅ ρςÔÈ ÁÔ χÐÍȢ 4ÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ Ȱ4ÈÅ 

-ÉÒÁÃÌÅÓ ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ .ÏÍÁÄÓ 2ÏÏÍȢ  
 

The coffee will be on!  

 Church Conference 
Our annual church conference will be Sunday, 

November 7th at 1 pm.  
Mark your calendars! 

 
ITõS  A BAKE SALE! 

 On Saturday, September 4th from 9 a.m. 
 until they are sold out the Sisterõs in Christ 4th Day Group 
will be hosting a bake sale on our corner lot on Hwy 290. 
Proceeds will go for scholarships for participants involved in 
working during the Blanco Solid Rock weekends. For more 
information contact Susan Hill.  

 
    August 11, 2010 
Dear First Methodist Church, 
 Thank you for your kind, generous, loving, 
response to our plea to take over the Food Panty 
operations during distribution week.  We were 
blessed by George Barnette and all the wonderful 
volunteers from the First United Methodist Church 
who responded to our call on very short notice.  
May God bless and reward each and everyone of 
you.  
 Tuesday, August 3, 2010 George Barnette, 
Zach Beattie, Margie Heard, Barbra Hudson, Jim 
Odiorne, Merlyn Saxton, Janice Thompson, and 
Jerry Thompson received the food shipment and 
set up for distribution. 
 Wednesday, August 4, 2010 George 
Barnette, Sheila Barnette, Jerry Thompson, Janice 
Thompson, Bob Anderson, Jean Anderson, Bill 
Wiemers, and Merlyn Saxton made distribution 
and cleaned up afterwards.  
 It was a lot of hard work under extremely 
hot conditions and a strange environment. 
 May God bless each and every one of you. 
 

    Friends in Christ, 
 

       Betty & Jerry Charniak 
 

 

Extreme Love 
 

  What is meant by Extreme Love? 
What do you think of when you read Extreme 
Love? 
 

 This will be the name of our campaign to 
raise money for renewing our sanctuary.  The capital 
campaign committee would like you to give from 
your heart using extreme love.  
 

 James Sultemeier is the campaign chair and 
he will be briefly speaking to us on Sunday, 
September 12th during both services.  He is limited 
to ten minutes, but he will take some short questions. 
If necessary he and/or anyone on the committee will 
be glad to answer further questions for you.  They 
would welcome meeting with anyone, and they are 
encouraging one on one home visits.  The committee 
is composed of: James Sultemeier, Jim Odiorne, Gary 
Gruben, Paul Axtell, Jay Hobbs and Tom Koch. 
 

 The purpose of this campaign is to raise 
$140,000 through donations or pledges in the bank 
ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÁÎÙ ÒÅÍÏÄÅÌÉÎÇ ÂÅÇÉÎÓȢ 7Å ×ÏÎȭÔ ÓÔÁÒÔ ÔÉÌÌ ×Å 
reach $140,000. The campaign will be for 16 months. 
We hope we will have the money before then so the 
building committee can get started. Copies of the plan 
are available in the office. 
 

 Really think and listen to your heart so 
that what we build today will be for future 
generations, as past generations have done for us . 
 

  Mark your checks in the memo section with 
Extreme Love or Building Fund. 

 

  to everyone who helped in any way 

with the Teacher-Back-To-School Luncheon. Our FUMC 

graciously welcomed the teachers and staff of Johnson 

City ISD back to school with a pot-luck luncheon. 

Obviously, this was a very popular event with JCISDɂ

because our good cooks provided delicious food! Many 

thanks to those who volunteered by bringing food, 

helping in the kitchen, setting up/taking down tables 

and chairs, decorating,  and providing fellowship. 

Thanks again. Jan Christensen, Christian Education 

Director, and the members of the Education Committee 
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 Welcome Back!!  I hope each of you had a 
wonderful summer. It is time to have some fun. I love 
a new year and the opportunity to begin making new 
memories.  I hope you will join us. 

Love, LeAndy 

*****************************************
* SUPER BIG YEAH !!!  

Everyone had a great time at the Methodist Church 

night at the Dell Diamond.  Thanks to all who 

participated. Axtell Family, Porter Family, Schnitz 

Family, Taylor, Mason, Preston, Hunter, D.J., 

Eduardo, Sawyer and Millie.  

**************************************  

Parents and Youth Meeting  

 

Wednesday, September 8  

6:00pm in the Activity Center  

Mission and Ski Trip Meeting  

**************************************  

  

Meet Me in the Pew  

September 19th  

8:30am or 10:45am  

Sunday School 9:45am  

 

########################  

High School  

Starting Monday, September 13th  

òYoung Lifeó 

Supper/Bible Study  

Dinner at 6:00pm - $3.00  

Sandwiches/Chips/Drink  

7:00pm - Bus to Blanco for Young Life  

We will return at 9:00pm.   

Please be on time for pick -up. 

FUMC Youth Program  

September 2010  

6th  Grade 

 

Starting Wednesday,  

September 8th  

Wednesdayõs 3:30-5:00pm in Activity Center  

Bible Study, games and a snack.  

**********************************  

Jr. High  

Starting Wednesday, September 8th  

Wednesdayõs 5:30-7:00pm 

In the Activity Center  

Bible Study, games and a snack.  

 #########################  

òTO SAVE A LIFE ó Movie 

6 pm Dinner - Burgers & all the fixins - $4.00  

Movie to follow  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

FAMILY  SUNDAY  SCHOOL CLASS  

 
9:45 ð 10:30AM Every Sunday  

6TH ð 12TH grade students &  

THEIR PARENTS/GUARDIANS  

In the Activity Center  

Come be a special part of a new idea and a new 

class. 

****************************************  

òFamilies Who Pray Together  

Stay Together.ó  
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